LIFE OF JEREMIAH—HANDOUT #24
Persian Era Dates

539 BC—Cyrus the Great, King of Persia, conquers Babylon (Dan. 5)

538 BC—irst return of Jews under Zerubabbel (=?Sheshbazzar) and Joshua/Jeshua
520 BC—Haggai and Zechariah urge completion of Second Temple

516 BC—Second Temple completed

483 BC—Esther comes to favor with Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), King of Persia

458 BC—Ezra returns to Jerusalem (second return of Jews)

445 BC—Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem

433 BC—Nehemiah goes back to Persia; returns to Jerusalem ??431/430 BC

7400 BC—prophet Malachi

(Most reliable work on OT history is Leon Wood, 4 Survey of Israel’s History, rev, ed.
1986. The book can be understood by laypersons.)
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